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'day that he thought he'd become much more trouble-
some since then."
" Oh, did he!" exclaimed the District Officer.
" I agreed/' said the old lady, drily. " When Alec
was a child I never imagined he would become more
troublesome, but he takes after his father, who was
a persevering man."
" I wish you'd be persevering after the racehorse,"
Maud remarked,
" Pve been doing nothing else for the past week,",
returned Alec, defensively.
" Oh, I do hope you've found something."
"Nobody's found anything," snapped Mrs Nixon.
" Anything smaller than an elephant takes a deal ,of
finding in the East. When I was in Siam one of the
royal white elephants was stolen. They did not re-
cover it for months."
"Perhaps somebody painted it black," suggested
Maud.
" They did," Mrs Nixon informed her.
" Then why," exclaimed Maud, eagerly, " shouldn't
somebody dye Old Joke black?"
The District Officer looked at her admiringly.
" I never thought of that/' he admitted.
" There, you see," jeered Mrs Nixon, with a pitying
glance round. ..." I suppose Mr M'Whizzle couldn't
find her a berth in the police, could he, Alec ?"
The District Officer seemed to think M'Whizzle
could do anything. " 111 tell him about your idea,"
he added.
" You're not to/' Maud ordered. " Such a fright-
fully clever man would certainly have thought of all